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By Colleen Barry, Dennis 
Passa and Pablo Gorondi
The Associated Press

VENICE, Italy — Venice 
geared up to receive tour-
ists, Milan’s pizzerias 
prepared for hungry cus-
tomers and Australians 
went out to eat for the first 
time in weeks Saturday, 
but the reopening of res-
taurants, pubs and cafes 
came with a warning: Don’t 
overdo it.

Public health experts 
urged caution as govern-
ments eased restrictions on 
eateries, shops and parks in 
many countries and rolled 
out measures to restart 

dormant factories. 
The coronavirus pan-

demic, which has killed 
m o r e  t h a n  3 0 0 , 0 0 0 
people, has slowed in 
many places but could pick 
up again if precautions are 
not taken or officials move 
too quickly to get people 
back to work.

“The message is, yes, 
appreciate all the efforts, 
appreciate the opportunity 
to release some of those 
measures, but let’s not 
have a party, let’s not go to 
town,” said Tony Bartone, 
president of the Australian 
Medical Association.

C O R O N AV I R U S  PA N D E M I C

Pizzas back on the 
menu, but with warnings

A woman wearing a face mask passes by a mural featuring William 
Hanna and Joseph Barbera’s characters Tom and Jerry mentioning 
the safe distance to be held from each other — “One meter” — on 
Friday in Rome. [ALFREDO FALCONE/LAPRESSE VIA THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

By Zoe Nicholson 
and Ed Semmier
USA TODAY Networks 

When Clemson University 
students turn 21, they celebrate 
at Tiger Town Tavern by buying 
one of the downtown bar’s iconic 
“I’m Legal!” T-shirts.

On fall game days, football 
fans and alumni pack around the 
pool tables and onto the outdoor 
patio, leaving a line of people out 
the door. And on just about every 
other day, regulars have a Tiger 
orange barstool where they sit 
every time they come in for beer 
and bar food.

But for two months, Tiger 
Town Tavern sat empty — after 
being in continual operation 
since 1977, right up until South 
Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster’s 
executive order closed dining 
rooms on March 13 in response 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

The bar reopened its outdoor 
patio for customers after the 
governor eased restrictions on 
May 4. It was allowed to reopen 
for indoor dining on May 11, but 
can only operate at 50% capacity, 
according to McMaster’s emer-
gency order. 

“It’s a real bummer, but you 
know it’s for the greater good, 
because I can tell you right now 
... social distancing in a bar is 
impossible,” part-owner Cam-
eron Farish said as he sat on one 
of those orange barstools, arms 
crossed and shoulders hunched.

It’s a similar story throughout 
Clemson, South Carolina, and 
in small college towns across 
the country, where paper signs 
taped to bar doors, retail win-
dows and restaurant entrances 
announce they’re closed until 
further notice.

As states take steps to reopen 
businesses and restart the econ-
omy, merchants in college towns 
are only now entering their tra-
ditional slow period, even as 
they look ahead to a fall forecast 
clouded with uncertainty. With 
uncertainty around colleges’ 
plans to reopen, experts warn 
they might face a prolonged 
slump that could mean “total 
devastation.”

Before the closures, no one 
could have imagined that for 
Clemson’s 50-year-old down-
town district. The football team’s 
run of championship contend-
ers and a 30% rise in enrollment 
since 2010 propelled a surge on 
College Avenue after the 2008 
economic recession and road 
construction that discouraged 
traffic through the area.

C O R O N AV I R U S 
PA N D E M I C

Devastation 
in college 
towns 
during 
pandemic

By Roxanne Brown, Payne 
Ray and Katie Sartoris 
Daily Commercial

TAVARES — The saga of 
the Confederate General 
Edmund Kirby-Smith statue 
continues.

E v e r  s i n c e  t h e  L a k e 
County Historical Museum 
was awarded the statue in 
summer 2018, the county has 
been embroiled in a heated 

debate about whether the 
effigy is appropriate for the 
museum, which is housed in 
the Old Lake County Court-
house, a public building.

The newest wrinkle is a law-
suit against the Lake County 
Commission alleging the vio-
lation of the Sunshine Law. 
It was brought by the Lake 
County Voices of Reason, a 
group formed with the primary 
goal of bringing pertinent local 

issues to light. To further its 
mission, the group has also 
created a website lakecoun-
tyhistoricalmuseum.com, 
which intentionally looks 
like the museum’s website.

The county did not com-
ment on the suit, but museum 
officials say the statue acqui-
sition process was above 
board. Meanwhile, prepara-
tions and work continue for 
the arrival of the statue and 

the forthcoming exhibit.

Behind the suit

The suit alleges the com-
mission held private meetings 
or discussions about bring-
ing the statue to Lake County 
ahead of a July meeting at 
which they voted on the 
issue.

The statue saga continues

Protesters gather outside the Old Lake County Courthouse in Tavares on Saturday to oppose bringing the statue of Edmund Kirby-Smith, a 
Confederate general, to the Lake County Historical Museum.  [PAUL RYAN / CORRESPONDENT]

Opponents of a Confederate statue coming to Lake have sued the county. 
Meanwhile, the museum continues work on the forthcoming exhibit.

See STATUE,  A6See COLLEGE, A4

See VIRUS, A4
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Such discussions would 
have violated the govern-
ment transparency law 
requiring public officials 
not to speak privately 
about issues that the 
board may address.

V o i c e s  o f  R e a s o n 
member Mae Hazle-
ton said the point of the 
suit is to void the whole 
process of allowing the 
Kirby-Smith statue into 
Lake County because the 
process lacked the trans-
parency mandated by 
Florida’s Sunshine Law.

Bob Grenier, the vol-
unteer curator for the 
museum, which is gov-
erned by the Lake County 
Historical Society, trav-
eled to Tallahassee in 2018 
and enthusiastically asked 
the General  Edmund 
Kirby Smith Statue Loca-
tion Selection Committee 
to award the museum 
Kirby-Smith’s statue.

The statue is being 
evicted from the National 
Statuary Hall in Wash-
ington, D.C. The Florida 
Legislature voted in 2016 
to remove it one of two 
representatives from the 
state of Florida. A statue 
of Mary McLeod Bethune 
will take its place.

Before Grenier made his 
presentation to the state, 
the county did not hold 
public hearings on the 
matter.

W h e n  n e w s  o f  t h e 
acquisition got back to 
Lake County, public 
outcry ensued.

Opponents have since 
hosted a protest, a prayer 
vigil, attended and tes-
tified at many County 
Commission meetings, 
and even joined the his-
torical society to have 
their voices heard.

Initially, commission-
ers explained that they 
had no control over what 
goes into the county-
house museum, Hazelton 
said. But in July, the com-
mission voted 3-2 to back 
the museum after having 
conversed with and being 
polled by Grenier, she 
said.

Before that, however, 
Hazelton said Grenier 
served as conduit between 
the five commissioners 
via rapid fire emails sent 
in succession, consti-
tuting a defacto pseudo 
meeting, where informa-
tion was shared among 
them.

Grenier declined to 
comment for this story.

W r i t i n g  t o  S a n d y 
Shaughnessy, the cul-
tural affairs director at 
the Department of State, 
Grenier said on Sept. 27 
that “the county commis-
sioners officially voted 
5-0 in favor. Individually 
they were in favor, but as 
you say, having a consen-
sus as a full commission, 
is so much better.”

But the vote didn’t 
a c t u a l l y  c o m e  u n t i l 
months later.

“There would have 
been no violation had they 
not voted,” Hazelton said. 
“What changed every-
thing is that they took 
a vote knowing they’d 
already had those meet-
ings and had given their 
support ahead of time, 
the polling nature of it and 
Bob Grenier acting like 
the lead to that meeting.”

Hazelton, who attended 
many public meetings to 
testify against the statue, 
said the suit doesn’t have 
anything to do with the 
opponents’ feelings.

“Instead, it is based on 
actual facts,” Hazelton 
said.

Voices of Reason has 
made more than 30 public 
records requests and has 

acquired and studied 
more than 2,000 pages 
worth of documents to 
support its case.

“The fact is that there 
was a sunshine violation 
here,” Hazelton said.

“We’re not trying to 
stop the statue from 
coming to the state, but 
just from coming to Lake 
County,” she continued. 
“It (process) was faulty 
from the beginning.”

In turn, Hazelton said 
the act would provide “a 
way out” for the county 
and a vote they took 
based on inaccurate and 
or untruthful informa-
tion as orchestrated by 
Grenier.

She said the process 
would have to be started 
again from the beginning.

“It would allow a deci-
sion on the matter based 
on full facts on every-
body’s behalf and it would 
give citizens an oppor-
tunity to publicly speak 
against the statue as they 
should have been given in 
the first place,” Hazelton 
said.

Lake County Tax Col-
lector Carey Baker, an 
active member of the 
historical society, said 
Friday that he thinks 
there was nothing illegal 
about the process.

Baker said Grenier, as 
a proponent of an issue, 
had every right, as anyone 
does, to meet with Lake 
County commissioners 
individually on the same 
matter.

Even in his capacity, 
Baker said, it is something 
he oftentimes does, and 
the Sunshine Law allows 
for that.

As for Grenier relay-
ing to state officials that 
he had full support and a 
unanimous vote by com-
missioners on bringing 
the statue to Lake County 
nearly a year before it was 
voted on? Baker chalked it 

up to a misunderstanding.
“I think Bob (Grenier) 

miswrote something to 
the state where he said 
he had full support or 
maybe even a vote, but I 
can tell you it was based 
on individual responses to 
emails he’d sent to them 
or phone calls he’d made 
to them about his efforts 
where commissioners 
said or wrote things like 
’Great job,’ or ’Way to go 
Bob.’

“In all, those charges 
are false, this is all poli-
tics and I expect it to go 
nowhere.”

Still, Hazelton said 
she believes a judge will 
see the process led to a 
skewed vote.

Lake County officials 
declined to comment on 
the suit. According to 
a spokeswoman, “the 
county does not discuss 
pending litigation.” And 
no comment was given 
to the Daily Commercial 
regarding the process 
surrounding the statue’s 
acquisition as requested.

The museum’s 
response

Ray Powers, president 
of the Lake County His-
torical Society, said he 
couldn’t comment on the 
suit either. But he did say 
the historical society and 
museum, including Gren-
ier, did nothing improper.

“Every guideline was 
followed. We’re confident 
that everything is on the 
up and up,” Powers said.

Furthermore, Powers 
said the sole intention of 
bringing the statue to the 
museum is to preserve 
history and educate citi-
zens about past events 
involving Lake County.

Even so, leaders in the 
fight against the statue, 
including Mike Watkins, 
the pastor of Friendship 
C.M.E. Church in Tava-
res, say the statue to them 
represents racism, espe-
cially in the very building 
where many acts of vio-
lence against blacks were 
committed years ago 
under the leadership of 
the infamous Lake County 
sheriff Willis McCall.

“This is not a black 
issue or a white issue; it’s 
an issue of what’s right,” 
Watkins said.

Watkins said that at the 
same time however, he is 
tired of hypocrisy that 
exists too.

“I’m tired of people 
saying they appreciate 
the black community 
and love black people yet 
they make up their own 
laws and disrespect us, 
especially when it comes 
to matters like this. It’s 
hurtful. Here it is 2020 
and we are still getting 
treated like second-class 
citizens,” Watkins said.

Powers doesn’t see it 
that way.

“This exhibit is not 
some racist deal,” Powers 
said. “That just insults 

us.”
Instead, he said, it will 

bring more history to the 
area in an exhibit that will 
explain how many lives, 
from his birth up until 
now, Kirby-Smith will 
have ended up touching.

Powers said even Bet-
hune supporters  are 
grateful for Lake Coun-
ty’s willingness to house 
the Kirby-Smith statue. 
Without that effort, the 
statue commissioned to 
take Kirby-Smith’s place 
in Washington, D.C. 
would not have been 
possible.

During Black History 
Month in February, those 
behind the Bethune statue 
made a presentation at 
the Lake County Histori-
cal Museum, where they 
expressed their gratitude 
in person.

The museum will incor-
porate a miniature sized 
replica of the Bethune 
statue and actual tools 
that will be used to create 
it in the display alongside 
that of Kirby-Smith, in 
addition to other exhibits 
revolving around his life.

Powers said the His-
torical Society is even 
planning programs it 
can incorporate into 
its  programming for 
school children about 
Bethune and her many 
accomplishments.

“We’re excited to be a 
part of that,” Powers said. 
“All of this has evolved in 
us being brave enough to 
accept the Kirby Smith 
statue. We’re not here to 
condone anything that 
happened in the past; it 
happened, and we’re not 
here to be political. We’re 
simply here to preserve 
and protect history.”

Watkins said their only 
recourse is legal action.

“We all know these old 
Confederate statues were 
symbols of white suprem-
acy and that cities all over 
the country are fighting 
to have them removed, 
so what does it say when 
they want to bring one 
into our county and to 
the very building where a 
racist sheriff killed black 
people?” Watkins asked. 
“We tried telling that to 
Lake County leaders and 
they won’t take the moral 
high ground so the only 
way we have left is the 
legal way.”

The website

Many of these argu-
ments, as well as news 
reports chronicling the 
protesters’ efforts and 
public records, can be 
found on the LCVOR’s 
new website.

STATUE
From Page A1

In this undated fi le image made available by the Architect 
of the Capitol, shows the statue of Confederate Gen. 
Edmund Kirby-Smith in the U.S. Capitol in Washington. 
Protesters on Saturday planned to march through 
downtown Tavares, to voice their opposition to bringing 
the statue to Lake County. Lake County Commissioners 
last month endorsed moving the statue of Edmund Kirby-
Smith to the Lake County Historical Society.  [ARCHITECT OF 

THE CAPITOL VIA AP]

See STATUE,  A7
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Formed in 2019 to 
combat problems such 
as food insecurity and 
homelessness in Lake, the 
group was approached a 
few months into its task 
by Watkins, who asked 
for aid in opposing the 
Confederate monument.

Group spokeswoman 
Barbara Hill said it was 
easy for the group to 
commit to that battle, 
which they were surprised 
hadn’t been resolved 
w h e n  r o u g h l y  5 0 0 
Lake County residents 
marched in opposition in 
August.

“That’s not where we 
wanted to be,” Hill said, 
explaining that the group 
still wants to work on its 
original mission first and 
foremost. “We thought 
the protests would have 
been enough.”

The suit is its most 
recent effort, spurred on 
by a need to resolve things 
quickly, Hill said. Even 
though there’s an ongoing 
pandemic, there’s plenty 
that hasn’t slowed down. 
She said they are con-
cerned about the Bethune 
statue getting finished 
and placed soon, which 
would start the process of 
bringing the Kirby-Smith 

statue to Lake.
Hill said the website 

is another prong in the 
approach. The LCVOR’s 
site is lakecountyhistori-
calmuseum.com, while 
the museum’s website is 
lakecountyhistoricalmu-
seum.org. It looks nearly 
identical, too.

“It’s kind of a spoof,” 
Hill said.

The site’s name and 
address catches attention 
and theoretically could 
draw people searching for 
the museum online.

It also documents a 
history of legal action 
on one page, documents 
h o w  c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
v o t e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e 
statue on another, and 
has several more pages 
linking to public records 
requests by the group, 
media coverage of the 

events, and a Frequently 
Asked Questions page 
that runs down a list 
comprehensive list of 
points the organization 
is attempting to make.

The website and legal 
actions are being sup-
ported by a GoFundMe 
page started by the group 
in September, which has 
received over $1,500 
over its lifetime, with 
$600 coming between 
May 8 and 15.

The purpose of the 
page right now is  to 
assist in legal costs for 
the suit.

Hill said the site has 
drawn a lot of attention.

“A lot of people are 
asking, ‘why are you 
still fighting this?’” she 
said. “Because if  we 
don’t, who will? Not our 
commissioners.”

STATUE
From Page A6

A resident addresses Lake County commissioners 
regarding the placement of the Confederate statue on 
Tuesday in Tavares. [CINDY SHARP/CORRESPONDENT]

The Lake County Historical Museum resides in the former Lake County Courthouse in 
downtown Tavares. The museum will be the new home for the statue of Confederate 
Gen. Edmund Kirby-Smith. [CINDY SHARP/CORRESPONDENT]


